
This year is the 150th anniversary of the Civil War.  
Without a doubt, this was the most devastating war 
our country has ever endured.  We lost nearly 
600,000 young men and families who were divided 
and never reunited. 
 

A program will be presented at the Veteran's         
Memorial Museum on April 16th.  It is being       
spear-headed by a group chaired by Rob Sande, a  
history teacher from Chehalis High School. It will be 
a very good history lesson for school kids, our grand-
children, and adults alike. I hope you will plan to   
attend. 
 

The program is planned for Saturday, April 16 -- the 
same day as our next meeting.  It starts at 10:00 a.m. 
and various programs will continue throughout the 
day until 5:00 p.m. I encourage you, after our April 
meeting, to drive down to the Veteran's Memorial 
Museum, Exit 77 off I-5 South in Chehalis.  Have 
lunch -- "A Taste of Delightful Dishes from America 
in the 1860's" served from 12:15 to 1:30 p.m.  Tickets 
for the luncheon are available at the Museum before 
the event for $12.00 per person. 
 

After lunch join Mr. Rob Sande for a presentation on 
Fort Sumter from 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.  It promises to be 
interesting and informative.  The rest of the afternoon 
will be an open forum. 
 

 
. 
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NEXT MEETING 
 

Saturday   

March 19, 2011  
 

 The Badge of Military Merit 
 

       Colonel Jim Sims, USMC (Ret.)Colonel Jim Sims, USMC (Ret.)Colonel Jim Sims, USMC (Ret.)Colonel Jim Sims, USMC (Ret.)    
    

The  Badge of Military Merit was the Purple Heart of the 
American Revolution. On August 7, 1782, General 
George Washington issued a general order directing that 
“whenever any singular meritorious action is performed, 
the author of it should be permitted to wear on his     
facings, over his left breast, the figure of a heart in    
purple cloth, edged with a narrow lace or binding” 
 

To share the details of this oldest military decoration 
and the three men that were awarded it, will be Colonel 
Jim Sims, USMC (Ret.), Immediate Past National   
Commander of the Military Order of the Purple Heart. A 
distinguished graduate of the Air War College, Colonel 
Sims many assignments included command of a        
battalion in Viet Nam, Aide to the White House Chief of 
Staff  and Secretary of the General Staff at Marine 
Corps Headquarters. 
 

Great program to bring a prospective member. 
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LAST MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The Washington Youth Academy, in 
association with the Washington        

National Guard, conducts programs for young men and 
women of high school age designed to help teens get the 
education, opportunity, structured training and mentor-
ing they need to succeed. David Kidd, a neighbor of Dr. 
Andy Cowan, Seattle Chapter, related his experience, 
trials and accomplishments while attending the academy 
from July through graduation in December 2010. This 
impressive young man considered it to be a “life chang-
ing ” experience and is now considering joining the Air 
Force. Many in attendance encouraged David to seek an 
appointment to one of the military academies. 

Darrell 

 
 

       Happy St. Patrick’s 
             Day to all our Members  
     &  Their Families. 



 

   CHAPTER BULLETIN 

    BOARD 

 

NoteNoteNoteNote!      !      !      !          

   

                                            LOOKING AHEAD 
 
 

March 13 Daylight Saving Time (set clock forward 
  one hour) 

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
March 19        Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill,  
  9AM,  Program: “The Badge of      

  Military Merit”  

March 20 First Day of Spring 

April 8  Massing of the Colors, JBLM 

April 16 Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill,  
  9AM 

NoteNoteNoteNote!  
    !      !      !          

COMPATRIOT         

ACTIVITIES 

Compatriot Glenn Oliver donated $70.00 to the 
Happy Dollar basket at the February meeting in honor 
of  his and Ester’s 70th wedding anniversary.       

Congratulations Glenn and Ester. What an incredible 
milestone!! 
 

Compatriots Lee Thomasson and Bob Wagers       
received State President’s Letters of Appreciation at 
the February meeting in recognition of their service as 
member of the Nominating Committee & Eagle Scout 
Committee and Chair of the ROTC/JROTC          
Committee, respectfully. 
 

Compatriot Bob O’Neal joined Immediate Past   

President Lee and Joyce Thomasson at the 102nd 

Annual George Washington Celebration at the     
University of Washington, February 21st. Compatriot 
Bob reports that the event was well done with “well 
over 100   people from 60-something organizations” in 
attendance. Bob also reports that he was much in    
demand for pictures with attendees children. See page 
3 for an example 
 

President Darrell and Carole Holt are escaping the 
area once again. This time for Arizona. However,  
Darrell has promised to return in time to preside over 
our March 19th meeting. VP Russ, just to be on the 
safe side, be prepared. 
 

Compatriot Bob O’Neal has volunteered to serve on 
the Pacific District Meeting Planning Committee to 
be held at the Red Lion Hotel, Olympia, April 30, 
2011. 

 

 

Chapter Color 
Guard News 

 

Color Guard Captain Lee 
Thomasson reports that 
Compatriot Bob O’Neal 
has joined the Alexander 
Hamilton color guard. 
“Bob has purchased a  
beautiful uniform and  
participated in the wreath 
laying ceremony at the 
recent Annual George 

Washington Memorial Celebration. We hope to get 
more members to purchase uniforms or rifleman cloth-
ing so we can be a bigger presences at color guard 
ceremonies. The Massing of the colors at Joint Base 
Lewis-McCord, April 8th, will be our next event. With 
Bob's talents as a bugler and his being able to play 
"taps," we will be asked to participate in more and 
more events, so we will need additional color guard       
members. Speak to Bob or me about how to order a   

custom made uniform.”  Color Guard Captain Lee 
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Eagle Scout Darrell Craft  
Repeats as Winner of the State  

Eagle Scout Award 
 

By Chapter Eagle Scout Committee Chair Lee Thomasson 
 

In May, Eagle Scout Darrell Craft will     
receive his second SAR Eagle Scout award 
based on an essay and the points on his    
application. This may be a first in the history of SAR 
awards, both at the state and national level, for an   
Eagle Scout to receive this award twice before he turns 
18. The award will be presented in May when Darrell 
returns home from college. 

 

        VETERANS MEMORIAL  

       MUSEUM CORNER 
      “They Shall Not Be Forgotten” 

 

We will once again be collecting at our March meeting 
in support of this distinguished museum. All donations 
are tax deductible. Make checks payable to VMM.  
 

For a report on a coming event at the museum that 
should be of interest to all members, please see    
President Darrell’s “Message.” 
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON CHAPTER 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President Darrell Holt 

Immediate Past President Lee Thomasson 
Vice President Russ Pringle 

Secretary Bob Wagers 
Treasurer Mark Difford 
Chaplain Dick Seiber 

Genealogist Chuck Waid 
Historian Jerry Hull 

Trustee Dick Heinmiller 
Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson 

   Newsletter Editor Bob Wagers 
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FOR THE RECORD 
 

The February collections & bank balance: 
 

Happy Dollars                $    83.00 
Raffle            70.00 
Veterans Memorial Museum         85.00 
Chapter Bank Balance, 2/19/11             2162.90 

  

Important Message from the Raffle 

Chair 
 

The raffle tickets, basket and prizes have 
gone AWOL. Anyone knowing the existence 
of these important items please contact Raffle 
Chair Dick Heinmiller and/or bring to the 
next meeting. Also bring those valuable raffle 
prizes.  The “rule of thumb”  remains: “The prize 

should be of a quality that you the donor would want 
to win.” On behalf of Compatriot Dick and the    
Chapter Treasury, we thank you for your help.  

 

 

 

SCENES FROM THE 2011 GEORGE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL       
CELEBRATION 

“Pied Piper” Bob O’Neil. Wherever Bob went the children 
were sure to follow. And as one can see, they came in all 

sizes. 

Compatriot Bob with  “The General.” We are sure that 
General George Washington would have been proud to 

have Bob in his command. 

Compatriot Bob with the granddaughter of 
Lynn Pittier, Tillicum Chapter DAR. No 

relation to the lady in the photo. 

ATTENTION ALL EXECUTIVE  
OFFICERS 

 

There will be a short meeting of the Chapter Executive  
Officers immediately following the March meeting.    



A GOLDEN NUGGET OF WW II HISTORY 
 

Compatriot Richard Heinmiller 
 

We have a neighbor who served in the Army Air Force in the Southwest Pacific Theater in WW II.  He 
was a member of the 8th Air Service Squadron and saw service from Australia to Iwo Jima and, at the end 
of the war, was in the initial occupation of Japan.  
 

A few years ago we were comparing our military experiences and he brought out a tin box full of photos 
from his time in the service. I noticed that some were beginning to fade and otherwise deteriorate and 
asked if anyone in his family had preserved the images by scanning them. When he said that these were the 
only copies he had, I offered to scan and save them on CDs for him and his family. I was able to save 196 
of his photos. Last year he and his family donated copies of the CDs to the Veterans Memorial Museum in 
Chehalis.  
 

While I was reviewing the photos with him I found that he had unknowingly photographed Captain (later    
Major) Dick Bong, America’s “Ace of  Aces,” in the cockpit of his Lockheed P-38 Lightening. Captain 
Bong had landed at the airfield to have the sparkplugs replaced (the Allison engines were notorious for 
fouling the sparkplugs). Our neighbor, (then) Corporal Eldon Forbis, had helped with the changing of the 
fouled plugs. Major Bong was credited with an official record of 40 Japanese aircraft shot down. At the 
time of this photo (spring of 1944, on Moratai Island), his score of “kills” stood at 27. 
 

We are aware that these Veterans are leaving us at an ever faster pace and many of them have not had help 

in preserving their personal experiences and records.  As individuals, we can offer some assistance to these 

men and women by helping them preserve these “Nuggets of History.” We have already lost many of these        

irreplaceable memories, photos and records. The hour is late and the time is short.    
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON 
  

HERO OF THE REVOLUTION 

 
Battle of Long Island:  In June of 1776 New York had become indefensible. Atop Bayard’s Hill, on the highest ground 
overlooking the city, Hamilton built a fort, [he named] “Bunker Hill.” A friend of his described it as “a fortification    
superior in strength to any my imagination could ever have conceived.” When Washington inspected the works . . . he 
commended Hamilton and his troops “for their masterly manner of executing the work.” By midsummer, 10,000  
American troops transformed New York City into an armed camp. (1) 

 

Captain Hamilton watched through his telescope atop Bayard’s Hill as 480 British warships sailed into New York     
Harbor. Some 32,000 British troops and many Tories occupied the city. On August 8, Hamilton tore open orders from 
Washington: his company was to be on round-the-clock alert against an imminent invasion of Manhattan. He watched, 
helpless, as the British ferried 22,000 troops from Staten Island, to Brooklyn on Long Island. (1) 

 

Washington decided to abandon the city, but before he could do so, the British attacked again . . . leaving Hamilton’s 
company cut off and in danger of capture. Hamilton [escaped] with little but the clothes on his back, two cannons and his 
men. 
 

By mid-October, the American army had withdrawn across the Harlem River. At White Plains, on October 28, the    
British caught up with them. Behind hastily built earthworks, Hamilton’s artillerymen crouched tensely as Hessians 
unleashed a bayonet charge up a wooded slope. Hamilton’s gunners, flanked by Maryland and New York troops,       
repulsed the assault, causing heavy casualties, before being driven farther north.(1) 

 

In early November, Captain Hamilton and his men had been ordered up the Hudson River to Peekskill. The combined 
forces crossed the Hudson to meet Washington and, as the commander-in-chief observed, his 3,400 “much broken and 
dispirited” men, in Hackensack, New Jersey. Hamilton hitched horses to his two remaining 6-pound guns and marched 
his gun crews 20 miles in one day to the Raritan River. (1) 

 

After pausing to await Gen. Sir William Howe, the British resumed their onslaught. On November 29, a force of 4,000, 
double that of the Americans, arrived at a spot across the Raritan River from Washington’s encampment. While    
American troops tore up the planks of the New Bridge, Hamilton and his guns kept up a hail of grapeshot. 
 

For several hours, the slight, boyish-looking captain could be seen yelling, “Fire! Fire!” to his gun crews, racing home 
bags of grapeshot, then quickly repositioning the recoiling guns. Hamilton kept at it until Washington and his men were 
safely away toward Princeton. Halfway there, the general dispatched a brief message by express rider to Congress in 
Philadelphia: “The enemy appeared in several parties on the heights opposite Brunswick and were advancing in a large 
body toward the [Raritan] crossing place. We had a smart cannonade whilst we were parading our men.”

 (1) 

 

Washington asked one of his aides to tell him which commander had halted his pursuers. The man      
replied that he had “noticed a youth, a mere stripling, small, slender, almost delicate in frame, marching, 
with a cocked hat pulled down over his eyes, apparently lost in thought, with his hand resting on a      
cannon, and every now and then patting it, as if it were a favorite horse or a pet plaything.”             
Washington’s step-grandson Daniel Parke Custis later wrote that Washington was “charmed by the    
brilliant courage and admirable skill” of the then 21-year-old Hamilton, who led his company into 
Princeton the morning of December 2. Another of Washington’s officers noted that “it was a model of 

discipline; at their head was a boy, and I wondered at his youth, but what was my surprise when he was 

pointed out to me as that Hamilton of whom we had already heard so much.” 
(1) 

 

Hamilton’s idea of military strategy for the battle - and the War?  - In 1777 he wrote, “Our hopes are not placed in 

[holding] any city or spot of ground but in the preserving a good army . . . and to waste and defeat the enemy by     

piecemeal.” (2)  This was Washington’s strategy that defeated the British. 

                     - Bob O’Neal 3/1/11                                                                                                                                   
*************************************** 
Next- #4 - Battles of Trenton & Princeton 
 

1. Randall, Willard Sterne, “Hamilton Takes Command”, Smithsonian Magazine, January 20032. 
2. Brookhiser, Richard, Alexander Hamilton, American. Free Press (1999) 
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